WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE?

How to Know Your Spiritual Gift

We’ve been talking about “purpose” since the first week in June, when Pastor Neal took over as Sr Pastor of NH Fellowship.  The purpose of the church – who are we?  What are we called to be…to do?  The purposes of God in salvation, in water baptism

Two weeks ago Pastor Neal spoke about the purpose of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

· What is it for?  Anyone remember? To make us His witnesses.

· Who does the baptizing?  Jesus does?  

· What are we baptized into?  The Holy Spirit – we are immersed into Him and filled with Him

When we are baptized in the Holy Spirit we receive not only the gift of the Spirit, but the Spirit gives us gifts.  These gifts are to help us be His witnesses.

Gifts = charisma = grace.  These are “grace” gifts, given without respect to character, without regard to maturity;  we don’t have to be “good enough” to receive them, they are given as part of the package of God’s grace upon us. 

1 COR 12
1 Corinthians 12:4-12 (NLT) -  There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. 7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.  9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives gifts of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 
11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.
These are not the gifts that I want to talk about today.  Why?  B/c if you have one of these gifts, you already know that you do.  You know if you speak in tongues, you know if God heals people through you, you know if you have the gift of interpretation, etc etc etc.

The Romans 12 Gifts

But there are other gifts that God energizes in us when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  
· We are born with these gifts. B/c all men have been created I God’s image, He put gifts within everybody at his or her birth. That’s why we have so many gifted people in the arts, the medical profession, the sciences and every other field, even among those who do not yet know Him.  

· Once you know about these gifts, you can easily see them in your children. And when you do, you can train them up in them, channel them in that direction and see them blossom. 

· You already love to practice these gifts.  They are how you see life, why you do what you do, think the way you think, respond to situations the way you do.

· These gifts are the way we are and always have been, but until we are born again and receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, we have not used them in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

QUESTION: Have you ever wondered about God’s purpose for your life?   We all have a general purpose and that is to become Christlike and manifest Him on the earth (Rom 8:29) – but how?  We are to bring Him glory – but how?  

We are to bring Him glory by the way that He has chosen to reveal Himself to the world through the gifts He gave us at our creation!  Understanding these gifts and which one or ones is yours will in large measure make it very clear to you what your purpose is.  They will also help you to understand your spouse’s purpose and the purpose other people, explain why they do what they do, why they think the way they think, respond to situations they way they do.  

· The gifts have strengths and weaknesses.  They can be used in the flesh – and that’s how you used them before you knew Christ – and that’s how you have often used them since you were born again b/c you didn’t know to yield them to His for His grace.  They can be used by the demonic realm.  They can be used by the Spirit of God.  That’s one of the reasons there are weaknesses.  Remember, they are grace gifts, not signs of maturity or spirituality.  

· We are meant to mature in them so that and use them more and more often in the power and the anointing of the Spirit.  Maturity comes via yielding to the Spirit and by practicing them under His direction.  Maturity also comes by allowing someone who is already mature in them to mentor us.

ROMANS 12:6-8 (NLT)
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So…

· if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you.
·  7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. 
· If you are a teacher, teach well. 

· 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. (exhortation)
· If it is giving, give generously. 
· If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. 
· And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. (Mercy)
PROPHET

Prophesying – What do you know about prophesying?  When you think of the OT prophet, what picture comes to your mind? What about the NT prophet?

1. Prophecy = literally means a bubbling forth;  words bubbling forth.  

2. It is always a word that is alive – fresh from the heart of God for the moment, for a person or a group of people – or a nation. 

3. Sometimes it has to do with pointing out what is wrong in a person’s life – but a mature will never speak to condemn or leave someone wallowing in despair over all his sins.  Both the OT and the NT prophets always followed up words of correction and conviction of sin with reminders of God’s love and His plan to restore His people.
His desire is to speak a word from God that is alive – fresh from the heart of God for the moment, for a person or a group of people – or a nation.
STRENGTHS OF THE PROPHET:  

1. Has a need to express his message verbally.  To his family if not anyone else. Ezek. 3:26-27;  Jer. 6:10-11, 20:9;  Job 32:17- 22

2. Usually very direct and frank and persuasive in speaking. Jer. 5:14, 20:9, 23:29

3. He's not a people-pleaser.  He won’t play games.  He’s very frank and honest about what he sees.

4. Very open about his own faults.  

Psalm 51:10-13 - David asks for his own cleansing and restoration and says, "Then I will teach others and they will repent..." 

Because they are so conscious of what's right and what's wrong, they want to be "right" themselves.  This believer will not usually be a hypocrite, preaching to others but living in deliberate sin himself.

WEAKNESSES OF THE PROPHET
1. B/f he becomes mature in his gifting he tends to dwell on the negative much more than on the positive. / He can be guilty of jumping to conclusions /  he can be impetuous; act and can speak without thinking.  He can be very unforgiving
Of course a lot of people do that.  It’s part of the sinful nature.  But the immature prophet is very prone to that weakness.  Sometimes he can’t let things go.  It really bothers him that people are wrong in their relationship to God and with one another.  

2. People often think he’s rude, or harsh in his judgments.  And sometimes he is, when he forgets to pray b/f he speaks; or when he forgets that his gift is to be expressed as God would express it, with a heart of love, not condemnation.  . 

While God hates sin, He loves people.  He wants to move into people’s lives so that He can restore them and bring them to wholeness.  A hard word of correction is meant to be the first step towards God’s mercy
3. He can be very uncomfortable with himself if he doesn’t understand how vital his gift is to the body.  And that’s a weakness b/c it means he’ll purpose not to use it.  He’ll try to keep it to himself, sharing only with friends or family members.
HOW CAN THE PROPHET BE USED IN THE CHURCH?

He or she is often a wonderful teacher. Their teachings are alive with the freshness of God’s “today word.”

Elder – James 5 – call for the elders; an elder is one has discernment as to what might be going on in a situation.
He or she can be involved in anything, in any ministry, but expect him to see what needs to be corrected in whatever it is that he does.

THE SERVANT 

The Servant’s desire will be to fulfill a practical need.

STRENGTHS OF THE SERVANT 
1. Has an ability to recall the specific likes and dislikes of people. He knows how you like your coffee – and if you like coffee at all.

2. Specifically enjoys manual projects that assist others. Loves to work with his hands to serve others.

3. Highly motivated to meet a need as quickly as possible.

4. They have a physical stamina to fulfill needs when they are working, with a complete disregard for weariness so that they are often exhausted when the job is finished.

5. Loves short term projects – gets frustrated with long term projects.

WEAKNESSES OF THE SERVANT:  

1. They often have a great inability to say no.  They get so involved in so many different projects they have a hard time getting them all done.  That means they often overextend themselves, and fail to meet their own or family needs. 

2. They may look down on others who do not detect and meet the needs that are so obvious to them. 

3. Because of their quickness to meet needs, they may appear to be pushy.  They don't always like to "go through proper channels".  They consider it a waste of time if they can do the job quickly themselves.  

4. They find it hard to accept help from others to meet their own needs.  When we see ourselves in the role of a “helper” it’s hard to admit that we sometimes need to be the “helpee.”

HOW CAN A SERVANT BE USED IN THE CHURCH?

About a million different ways!

Cleaning, painting, repairing the church building.

Taking care of a pot lucks

Preparing meals for the sick

Gathering clothing for those in need

Food banks

Driving someone who doesn’t have a car

Preparing communion

etc.

THE TEACHER
The Teacher’s desire would be to discover what happened – or what needs to happen  - and explain it to you in great detail – often in far more detail than you want!  He wants to tell you all the whos, the whats, the whys, the whens and hows!  All the time!

STRENGTHS OF THE TEACHER:

1. They love to learn. They’re always after more knowledge of whatever it is that they’re interested in.  They actually receive greater joy out of researching truth than presenting it. 

2. They put an emphasis to the extreme on the accuracy and correct meaning of words. The Teacher will likely be more in-depth that the average Sunday School teacher.

3. They are always on the alert to test the knowledge of those teaching them. This is not always so as to test the person teaching, but to learn from him.  Where did he get his information?  Why does he believe that?  He or she will run home and immediately research it! The Teacher loves to keep on learning.

But he is sometimes on the alert to test them, especially if he thinks that the person is out to deceive the church.  He has a deep love for the truth of the Word, and his shackles go up if he thinks the word of God is being distorted, especially purposefully so.

WEAKNESSES OF THE TEACHER:  
1. His constant use of his knowledge might come off as being prideful, and he might be intimidating to others b/c of his knowledge.

2. Every little nitty gritty part of his research is fascinating to him.  But to others, it is often boring!

3. He’s so factual that he can seem to have little compassion when speaking to others.  His mind’s going 90 miles an hour trying to figure out what  happened and why!

HOW CAN THE TEACHER BE USED IN THE CHURCH?

1. To teach!  From the pulpit, Sunday School, college classroom, para-church organizations

2. To write and develop curriculum, commentaries
3. To protect the church from deception and the consequence of great devastation in our lives. 
THE EXHORTER 
The Exhorter’s desire would be to set forth practical steps to prevent a situation from happening again.
STRENGTHS OF THE EXHORTER:

1. Has the "Spirit-taught" ability to realize and prescribe precise steps of action.  His advice will always have a practical ring to it. 
And we all love that!  We all usually want to know that there is something we can do about our situation! 

Scott – me – Julie:  “How long has it been since you went mountain climbing?”  The teacher can give you the bottom line- and it is a true line, but the exhorter can tell you how to get there.
2. Great teacher/speaker!  People love to hear an exhorter share b/c their teaching is usually so personal, full of their own experiences, warm and friendly!

3. They delight in counseling on a one to one basis – as opposed to the Teacher or the Prophet who would prefer to address a group.  This does not mean that he will not also like to address groups. He just has a greater joy in being able to work with an individual so that he can see "up-close and personal" what is happening in that person's life.
WEAKNESSES OF THE EXHORTER 
1. They can seem “outspokenly opinionated.”  Tends to interrupt others in their eagerness to share their opinions or give advice.  
2. Because they are always thinking about what a person is saying and what they need to do about it, the quick words and advice they offer can be a hindrance to those who just need them to listen. This especially can be a problem in a marriage, when a spouse just needs a listening ear so he can hear what he’s thinking and so make his own decision.
3. Their emphasis on steps of action may appear to over-simplify the problem.  They may appear to disregard the feelings of the one being counseled.  

We might say to the Exhorter, "It's okay for you to say that, but you don't understand what I'm going through.  You don’t know how hard it is to live with her…work with him…deal with this problem I’m having."

4. That same emphasis can also appear to be a neglect of letting the Holy Spirit move in a person’s life.  Actually He is the One who has given the exhorter the gift of realizing those steps.  He’s a very practical God.
WHAT IS GOD'S PURPOSE for the EXHORTER?  

To encourage us!  To inspire us!  To get us up and moving! 
HOW CAN THE EXHORTER BE USED?

Great counselors  


Great teachers

Great friends

Great salesman in the world

Motivational speaking 

THE GIVER 

The Giver’s desire is to give to a tangible need.  They won’t give just to give – they are not wasteful.  There has to be a need – and a worthy reason for meeting it.  
STRENGTHS OF THE GIVER

1. Gives freely of money, possessions, time, energy, and love. They freely give of anything they possess.  They give with joyfully, with abandonment.  They go way beyond the tithe.  They are hard workers. 
2. Will have an ability to make wise purchases and  investments.

3. Has a desire to give quietly to effective projects and ministries.
4. Has great joy when his giving is in direct answer to a specific prayer

WEAKNESSES OF THE GIVER:  

1. He doesn’t often buy things for himself, b/c he considers that a waste of money when there are so many needs “out there.”  But he may extend that frugality to his family, who may see him as stingy.  

2. He wants to know how his money is going to be used, b/c he wants it to be used effectively.  But it can appear that he wants to control the work or the person when he asks questions.  

3. He wants other to give like he does, and that can come across as unnecessary pressure. 

4. He may appear to be materialistic and not at all spiritual.  He looks hard for quality before he buys anything. That’s only because he doesn’t want anything to fall apart – he wants his purchases to last.  Anything else is a waste of money.
HOW CAN THE PERSON WITH THE GIFT OF GIVING BE USED?

· They make great treasurers for any organization.

· Put them on financial committees.  
· They make great accountants. Let them keep the books.
· Sponsor or underwrite special radio or TV projects.

· Serve on benevolence committee

· Be a support for individual ministries within the church (children’s, men’s or women’s ministries;  providing scholarships or financial aid for students).
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

The Administrator’s desire would be to organize the group to meet the immediate goal.  

STRENGTHS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR:
1. Has an ability to see the overall picture and to clarify long range goals.  This is the difference between the one with the gift of serving as opposed to the one with the gift of administration:  

· Serving: “Lets get it over and done with.” - Short range goals;   

· Administration: long range goals;  

· Serving doesn't want to tell others how to do a task, he wants to do it himself, get his hands on it.  

· Administration is very good at motivating others to be involved in the work.

2. Has an awareness to know what can and cannot be delegated.

3. Has an awareness of the resources available, whether material or people, to complete a task.  It’s like putting together a puzzle; he loves to fit people and material resources together to get a project done.   

4. Has a tendency to assume responsibility if no structured leadership exists.  This shows his great respect and understanding of the need for authority.  He won't rush in to take it away from another to whom it has been given, but he will want to take over if no one else wants to.

WEAKNESSES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
1. He often views people as resources and as a result it may appear that the project is more important than the people are.

2. The desire to complete tasks may appear to be insensitivity to the schedules, needs, or other priorities of workers. 
3. He doesn’t often admit to mistakes and doesn’t often take time to explain why he’s doing things; he just expects the job to get done.

The neglect in taking the time to explain why something must be done in a certain way may prompt workers to feel as if they are misused or only appreciated if they do things his way.

4. Criticism doesn’t seem to bother him.  That can lead to an unwillingness to allow people to speak words of correction into his life

HOW CAN THE ADMINISTRATOR BE USED?

· Church Administrator – or office manager - keeps everything and everyone organized.
· Chairman of the building or fund-raiser project
· Leader of men’s or women’s ministries;  children’s ministries

· Vacation Bible School or Church Camp Director

MERCY 

Mercy’s desire will be to bring peace, relieve embarrassment, offer comfort.
STRENGTHS OF MERCY:
1. They have a great desire to remove hurts and bring healing to others. They take immediate action to relieve the hurt.  As children they brought home the lost dogs and stray cats, the lonely kids that no one else cared for.

2. They have a tremendous capacity to show love.  They are willing to deal with and minister to people that most people feel very uncomfortable with. 

3. They love to do thoughtful things for others.  They send cards on birthdays, anniversaries, and other special days.  A husband with the gift of mercy will whisk his wife off to a romantic dinner far more often than a husband with any other gift. A mercy wife will want to serve more intimate candlelight dinners at home than a wife with any other gift.

Sons and daughters who have the gift of mercy will be more affectionate to their parents and vise versa.  Mercy friends will give more of themselves in their friendships.

4. They intercede for the hurts and problems of others.

WEAKNESSES 

1. They hate conflict and avoid confrontation.  

2. Can be a strength, can be a weakness:  They always look for the good in people. They very rarely criticize hurting people.  It’s almost as if they have built in blinders that keep them from seeing bad things in others.  Their focus remains on the good, both real and potential.  They don’t want to hear others talk about the negatives in people. 

How can that be a weakness?  Think about it. Someone who refuses to see that some people are “bad” leave themselves open for deceivers to come into their lives and bring havoc.   

· Even God said, “A person who does not work does not eat.” 

· A Mercy Person often needs to have a prophet or a close friend who has discernment to help them be wise.  

3. They are easily hurt.  No one gets as easily hurt as the mercy person does.  Their capacity to love is so tremendous, and their awareness of pain so great, that they can tend to make mountains out of molehills. 

· The truth is that they are very vulnerable people.  They are soft – b/c they have that tremendous capacity to love.  

People make fun of them for that.  They think of them as not logical, pushovers, easy marks; starry eyed and dreamers…
· Questions:
What does a Prophet have to do? Speak God’s words.
What does a Servant have to do? Serve

What does a Teacher have to do?  Teach 

What does an Exhorter have to do?  Exhort

What does a Giver have to do? Give 

What does a Leader have to do?      Lead

So what does a person with the gift of mercy have to do?  Show mercy!  Why would we think they should do anything else?  

Sixty percent of the Body has the gift of mercy.  Why do you suppose that is?  Because we all need mercy so much!

· Mercy people are pictures of God’s own heart.  

God loves so much that He “had to” stretch out His arms to a totally unworthy and undeserving people in order to relieve His aching heart.  

God continues to “have to” love with an all consuming love and mercy because it is in His nature to do so.  

It is the same for the person with the gift of mercy.  Their love is sincere, not phony.  And it’s not ridiculous, it’s wonderful.

HOW CAN THE GIFT OF MERCY BE USED?

· They make great counselors.  But they need to be trained so that they learn how to not take people’s problems home with them.  
· Prayer ministries

· Hospital or nursing home aide, visiting the sick, working with the mentally ill or the depressed…abused children or battered women.
· First Choice Pregnancy Center

· Be a greeter in the church
· Sigh up for a telephone ministry, a visitation ministry
· Write letters to missionaries or shut in’s
 SUMMARY - There they are:  Prophet, Servant; Teacher; Exhorter; Giver; Administrator (leader); Mercy
1. Did you see yourself somewhere in that bunch?  Did you want to say “Yes!” to one of them for yourself more than the others?  

2. Did you see your spouse?  Your children?  

It's important to know and understand not only our own gift, but also the gifts that God has given our spouses and our children.  Knowing how each one has been created to “tick” will eliminate many of the problems we experience in the home.

3. Did you recognize that person at work or in the church who drives you up a wall…bugs you with his idiosyncrasies? 

Misunderstandings often occur because we don't always understand why others act as they do, or think what they think, or say what they say.

When we understand the motives behind a person's actions we'll find that we are more willing to avail ourselves of their strengths and will have more patience with their weaknesses.

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING OUR OWN GIFT
It's important to know what our own spiritual gift is and to understand it:

1. RELIEVES WRONG SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY - When we know how God has created us and gifted us and called us to function in the church – and out there – b/c the kingdom of God is everywhere that we are…
…we can stop feeling a wrong sense of responsibility and guilt every time a need comes up and we don't feel led to rush out and meet it. 

2. RELIEVES SENSE OF FAILURE - A sense of failure will disappear as we stop trying to be what we're not - stop trying to fill positions for which we are not gifted - and consequently seeing little or no fruit as a result.

3. RELIEVES FEELINGS OF INADEQUACY - Sometimes we feel inadequate because we don't know what our gift is, and consequently we think we are of no use in the body.   All of a sudden I see that I am the way I am for a very important reason!  

CONCLUSION – We are to be a people of purpose.  There is a place for everybody in the church.  Each person is a very significant and necessary part of the Body of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:16 (NLT) –  He [Christ] makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

